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Representations of Otherness
in Finnish Culture

Media Images of Russians and Estonians
Pentti Raittila

This chapter analyzes the manifestation and reproduction of otherness in
Finnish language and culture.! The focus is on haw cultural discourses about
Russians and Estonians surface and how they are reproduced in the Finnish
media, and journalistic practices. I analyze journalistic texts, but when dis-
cussing the results I comment on some aspects concering journalistic rou-
tines, especially how sources are used in news texts. .

The Specificity of Ethnic Otherness in Finland

¢! in skin color and other physical features: he or she Is either a person from
L5 afarawayommny,oranimmigramwhohasadlﬂ‘mwoolororappenr-
ance, Ethnic differentiation can be based on origins, history or special cul-
tural features, and the formation of ethnic identities Is 2 continuous process,
, Ethnle differentiation does not necessarily involve inequality between dif-
ferent groups. However, the ethnic differentiation effected, from the “out-
side®, by the majority group can be a basis for discrimination and concealed
' racism. Here racism refers to the classification of humans and population
.| groups into "races® on the basis of biological, physical and cultural features
% and chamcteristics, and to the putting of population groups into unequal
& | positions in relation to othess.
©1 Besidesbeing different, ethiic otherness can have the additional propesty
% © of constiniting a threat, of being an enemy, Aside from constituting an out-
! sidethreat, enemy imapes have been based on perceived domestic necessity
', and the motives of the state; for example in the creation and strengthening
% of national identity, The enemy image can also be used to legitimize aggres-
g kon and enhance vatious political goals (Luostzrinen, 1989; Harle, 1991).
) ©  Defining racism is both a problematic and controversial issue, and Anglo-
§. Saxon and Western European discussions on racism cannot easily be applied
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In Western thinking, the ethnic Other has been different from “our people” .
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to Finland. For example, the notions of otherness, identity, and racism, as ]
pmcmedbysml-!zllandnnbeum«w,aﬂseﬁ-omwnhmmewmmd bk

coloniallstsodeﬂ&s.!ndMSSMgradm,HauandMﬂmemphasizethefea.
tures of a person’s appearance — espedially skin color — in differentlating
sthe other”. (Hall, 1999; Miles, 1989)
'IheslmtlonlnFinhndls,huwever,lnmanywaysdlﬂ’emm. since there
is no centuries-long experience of colonialism, slavery or mass immigration,
Immigrants sepresent only two percent of the total population, and Finland's
larg&tlmmlgmmminarltygmups-themmns,lngiansandmonlm-

do not much differ from the Finns in their physical appearance. Their T

otherness Is therefore based more on culiural and political issues, and thus
it becomes necessary to examine Finnish media images of Russians and
Estonians from a historical standpoint. 0

As I discuss the representation of Estonians and Russians in Finnish jour-

nausmlnthefoﬂuwing,ldon'tconsldutbestﬂctsepamﬂonofmdsmand

. oth:rethnicothunessnemry,bemusetheuaebetwoenthanbﬂuid. ;
The representation of Russians and Estonians in Finnish culpure involves many | &
xenophoblcandothersimﬂar.iﬂessmeme,moughtpauemsamchedto ;

the Other than blatant racism.

Thlsstudyanemptsmmakeuansparentthoserouﬁneorhldgimthought .;

is based on two case studies: the Finnish media coverage of the catastrophe
of the ship, Estonfa, in September, 1994 (Raiula, 1996) and the results of 2

media-monitoring project where the occurrences of ethnicity and racism in

the Finnish media from 1999 through 2000 were analyzed (Raitila, 2002).

Here,lpayspedalanenﬁonwnewspapermﬂdsmnoerningnusslansllv- i

ing or visiting Finland. ? :

lnmyrwmhontheﬂnnishmediaoovemgcofkusshﬂsamkﬂswnians ;
lfocusonhowlanguage,diswursesandideologiunremcqns&ugedln 3
texiual practices. Language users build their expressions by chooslng and
oombiningmaterlalfmmaaﬂmmﬂymmmon'ardﬂveofsmmcms’.'me
cmﬁalmneeptinthlspaperiscuhumlmemoov,bywhldalrefertovery 1
diverse and contradictory sfatements, thought patterns and discursive for- £
mations that have, over the course of centuries, embedded themselves in)

Flnmshmemryandoriluzdlﬁomhsﬁmﬂommdmmmmy.lheﬂmtpanoﬁ*

Iheoonnepgcu!:uml,chmueﬁzﬁwellltsmsenﬁalnamitisnotanm;r

latter part, memory, emphasizes the importance
tion of linguistic ar other acts. Cultural memory
mcnts,somofwhldimn,cvcnforalongﬁme,belmmorpasunmﬂwd;
untll they are aciualized by changing social situations. :

mummmm.mmmnmmm.mmgm‘ ;
and statements about Russians and Estonians thit are available t0 28
use_tsofthel’lnnishlanguage.'lhelruscisnotamechanlalcholoe;ltisa';r'.- 7

152

REPRESENTATIONS OF OTHERNESS IN FINNISH CULTURE

qumionofpmcssthatmoldsncwthoughtpammsandspeechhablm.mns
donot‘lnh_gﬂrthespeechhablmdsu-lbmgknssiansandrswmm,they
jolntheﬂawofrmewlngd!seoursswhereevcryspeed\auslmmm
apmandmmnmudsmlm:alspeechhablm,the'amhheofsmmmems'
relating to Russlans and Estonians (see Voloshinov, 1990: 100-101).

Historical background

'I‘hehlsmryoftthmns'lmageofRussimsislargelyahismryofaldndof
'memyimage'.AttheendofthelS‘cennuy,apeﬂodofrepeawd,lengﬂw
warsbeganbetweenSwedenandRuslzthatlastedunﬂllm,whenSwe-
den was forced to hand Finland over to the Russians. Pinnish Russophobia
hasilsrootsinthewﬁtanmmpmmdiuonwhichpemewednusslaasm
astemtymnnywithasuangeculmreandhcreﬂmlreﬂgim.ﬁismythia]
enemylmagewasreproducedduﬁngpeﬂodsofpoliﬁalandmjﬂtaryho&-
tility between Finns and Russians. With the rise of liberalism, nationalism,
andsodalismlnEumpelnmcE"oenmry,mmiawaSmndemnedbyWstqn
countries as a bastion of reactionary political views and authoritarianism.
Duﬂngthissamcpmiod,mnland’smladonshlptonussiaandnusdanswas
verydlﬁ'erem&omthesimaUOninmecounIdesostternEumpe.lemd
was established as an autonomous Grand Duchy of the Russian Empire in
1809, and for most of the era of autonomy, the attitudes of Finnish people
mthemo&ercuuntryandtolhenusslmpeoplewereﬂiendllenhanthose
ofothercouh.&iesbo:deﬂngkussla.Th!slastedunﬂltheendofthepedod
of autonomy when increasing oppression led to a conflict between Finland
and the Russian government (Alapuro, 1988: 85-100; Klinge, 1972; Immonen,
1887: 38-40; Luostarinen, 1989; 127-130; Tarkiainen, 1986: 12-54, 311-316).

FollowingtheOctobechvoluﬂon,leanddedamdltslndependeme&om
Rusia,andactvﬂWarbmkeontMthlnFlnlmdbetweentheso-caﬂedWhjm
andttheds.WhentheviunryoftheWhlmendedthewarln1918,amassiv=
anddetcrminedoperaﬂonwaslaunchedtolmplan!anﬂ-nussianandanﬁ-
Soviet sentiments in the minds of the Finnish people. The relationship of
theFlnnlshpeopletolheRussia_mwaspo]jﬂdzed: it was largely through
the ideological effort of spreading Russophobla and anti-Bolshevist propa-
gandathzttheybungmnnishstateaimedtooonsoudateisnaﬂonalidmﬂly.
Inmntempomyhismdography,theclvﬂWameleasgcnmﬂydsaﬂxd
notasadasoonﬂlctbutasa'waroﬂndependmce'wagedagalnstmm
TheRadsandCommun!smwuelmmpretcdasRusslanism.andthesodaI
and class conflicts as national and ethnic antagonisms. (Alapuro, 1988: 199~
200; immonen, 1987: 107; Klinge, 1972 109-110) This does not mean that
there were not real developments in the Soviet Union that provided the
buﬂdingblocksforancnemyimage.ﬂowevemnadditiontothis,therinns’
conception of Russians was derived largely from Finland's own domestic
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developments. The Civil War of 1918 had a central place in Finnish collec-
:fvethﬁemory,andﬂ:emlssimswmobscwedthmughmumaﬂcmmoﬁes
war.

‘The image of Russia that was created between 1918 and 1944 rested es- i

sentially on mythical elements. According to these myths, the Russians — like
the Huns, Persians and Turks — represented an inferlor race and at the same
time a serious threat to Western civilization, A similar way of thinking was
common in cther Western countries as well, and it was connected to the rce
debate of the eary 20* century. In Finland this miythical Image was created
in close connection with the Finnish self-image, 25 a negation of that image,
and one purpose was to get rid of the stigma of a "Mongoloid race® that was
attached to the Finns. (Klinge, 1972: 20-56; Luostarinen 1986: 105-113)
From 1939 to 1944 there were two wars between Finland and ‘the Soviet
Union, and the enemy image was reinforced, both through bombings and

other personal experiences, and as a result of war propaganda. The end of '

hostllities in 1944 brought a dramatic chaoge in the Finnish image of the
Soviet Union. Attitudes to Russians were politicized in a totally new way, In
official government statements and in the mass media, war propaganda and
the enemy image were replaced by expressions of friendship and confidence,
According to the peace treaty between Finland and the Soviet Union, the
main organizZations that fostered Russophobia were disbanded and the most
haostile criticism of the Soviet system and antagonistic attitudes against the
Russians were removed from the public domain. This doesn’t mean outright
censorship, mthér self-censorship and guardedness when speaking and
writing publicly about Russians, As is most often then case, however, the
consclousness and everyday talk of the people changed more slowly than
the public image. ’

The collapse of the Soviet Unlon in the beginning of the 19903 and the
developments in Russia since then have changed the attitudes towirds Rus-
slans in new ways: they were not the representatives of Communism and
atheism anymore. Political “correctness* and caution was no longer needed
when speaking about Russians. ' =

The relationship of Finns to Estonians has never been as important for
Finnish identity, when comparing the relations of Finns to Russians, Moreo-
ver, Estonizns and Finns do not differ much religiously and culturally n the
way Finns do from Russlans. Language kinship, the concument national
awakening in the 19* century and the shared experlence of galning inde-
pendence from Russia after World War I were the special feamres of the
relation to Estonfans.

Characteristic of the relationship between Finn3 and Estonians has, since
the 15" century, been the notion of Estonia as a more backward country than
Finland. In the 19* century, Estonian nationalist elements began to admire
Finland, considering Finlanid a kind of big brother, The basis for this was the-
larger stze of Finland, its better status under Russian rule, and an
ence movement that emerged earlier. The Estonian image of Finland as "big
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E brother” faded in Estonia in the eardy years of the 20% century, but the Finns

continued to regard Estonia paternalistically through a big brother/litde brother

© Jens (Alenlus, 2002: 56-59; Lehti, 1998: 88-91).

The interaction between these two nations over the Gulf of Finland was

#2- broken when Estonia was annexed by the Soviet Unlon in 1940. Contacts
2% with Estonians remained limited until the 1970s, and a new era began in the
. early 1980s with the advent of Finnish mass tourism to Estonia. Attitndes

towards Estonians were twofold: on the one hand they were part of the Soviet
Union and thus “Russians®, on the other hand, they were seen as “distant
cousins®, though a somewhat Jamentable and backward nation. Estonians

; were simultaneously part of “them” and "us”.

At the end of the 1980s, Finns tried to present themselves as a wise big

% prother that had been able to maintain comfortable relations with the Saviet
. Unlon and consequently wamed her “litle brother” not to seek her inde-
pendence too eagerly. Nevertheless, relations with the Estonlans were very

at the end of the 1980s. (Jaakkola, 1989; Ralttila et al, 198%). Atti-

tudes towards Estonians became more ambiguous after Estonia’s independ-

ence from the Soviet Unlon in 1991. In the latter part of 1980's, Estonians
had been portrayed as an idealistic kinship nation that fought for its inde-
pendence,butaflergainlngindcpendencelheyweremoreandmomo&en
described in Finnish newspapers as criminals and prostitutes, This was also
a link that connected Estonlans to Russians, “Eastern criminality®, the “East-
ern Mafla® and "Soviet-like" cultural features were associated with Russianism
and remained as part of Estonlans’ otherness in relation to Finns, desplte
being perceived as kinsmen and different from Russians. (Kiin, 1998: 24-28)

Case 1
‘The Reason for the Estonia Catastrophe in September 1994

This multifaceted and contradictory relationship between Finland and Estonia
became apparent with the sinking of the ferry Bstonfa. This shocking event
also influenced Finns deeply, and brought to the surface fresh and previ-
ously concealed idea matrixes about Estonians. The aforementioned nlti-
layered and contradictory history of the relations between Finns and Estoni-
ans, the ideas reflecting kinship, Russianism, Communism, and a big brother
attide were part of the context of the media representation of the accident.

The notion that Fstonizn seamen were in some way responsible for the
sinking of the Estonia arose indirectly and implicidy through different rhe-
torical elements in Finnish journalism (Raittila, 1996: 85-108). In the follow-
Ing, T will focus on how the idea of the guilt of Estonians relates to the hao-
dling of the causes of the accident in Finnish journalism.?

During the first few days after the accident, there was no official informa-
tion concerning the cause of the disaster. ‘Therefore the first speculations by
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]
! countries defining the securing of truck freight is very strict. | wouldn't even

the mass media shaped the images the audience received i
of the acciden;,
mamm da?z:ws“m?;‘;m of l.lr::.h::le journalists' owp; % & | speculate how the Freight of Eastem trucks’ is secured”, commented one
strong mﬂulmﬂ :mﬁon the of the newsmrl::d anmoepﬁona]]yj R S onaL'Iheoppos.monbemeen law in Westerss couniries” vs. “the
e produced during the first day QT freight of Bastern trucks labels Estonia as a part of the East; in the Finnish

) : j’-mntcxtltbecamepmtofrhecnﬂm:eofSoVietcamlasness.

€7 4..At noon, and in the aflernoon, September 28: The story of engine operator
EHmﬁkSiHaﬁeandiummpmaﬂon.EstonianmmanHenﬂksmmwas
8 © one of the first survivors to be interviewed. From the hospital, Sillaste de-
| scribed how he had seen water coming through the bow visor onto the car
mansbip, the facts abou th deck. In some interviews, he said he assumed that the bow visor had bro-
thmmwm!kbm ut ecaus&softhedlsasterb_emmekmwn_ﬁ i lren because of the heavy waves. He did not claim in any of the interviews
m‘devmmpmmmsandon:hemdloaboutfswmanm,f : that the Estonfa left the port of Tallinn with the bow visor open. But in the

B | news during the first day after the disaster, the story of Sillaste was altered

manship. This is really all that was needed because In Finnish cultural memory | | o that, with different obscure formulations, it was repeatediy stated that the
E Estonla'sbowvisorwasopenatsu.whicﬂlmpﬂedthathneverhadbeen

these “seamanship practices® were connectad experie i
Union, Le. mmepnepgaﬂve connotations about?he “Russian wgf d:hes""ie?-i ,‘ _
'gzmmnmhhuﬂmmlmnmmmdadiﬁmﬂmpﬁmﬁmmdmmwof% 5| closed propedy.
mﬂﬂﬂpthanwouldhavebemmemseiflthadbeennng[hh“ " The interview with Sillaste changed in the journalistic process and dis-
solved into a journalistic narrative discourse. The ambiguous variations in
| the representation of the Sillaste story gives room for at least five different

or German seamanship,
¥/ interpretations: 1) the bow visor was left open when leaving Tallinn; 2) the
- bow visor wasn't properly secured when leaving the harbor; 3) the bow visor
had been broken In Tallinn but the ship sailed into the storm anyway; 4) the
bow visor had been handled during the voyage, and it opened and couldn't
be secured any more; 5) the bow visor was broken or opened because of
the storm. In the first four Interpretations there Is, at least Implicitly, the notion
" of mistakes or carelessness by the Estonian crew. The conclusion of the tech-
nical causes of the accident by the international investigation commission
corresponded mostly with the fifth alternative (Final report, 1997: 171-163).
The fifth interpretation surfaced only in a few news stories during the first
day,dspnethefactthatitwashasedonsmm’swmds.ﬂowcve:;thisdidﬂ
fit as well with the narative constructed that day; a more suitable version
was the image of slack Fstonians who left the port with the bow visor open.

5. In the afternoon, September 28: Reinforcing the interpretations of Sillaste’s
M.Slmﬂaﬂy,asmmelheoryoftheshiﬂingmrgo,menewbowvisofﬂwmy
attained further substantiation and evidence. Different media sources said
that the seals of the bow visor were not in perfect shape. Later on, the Flnn-
ish News Agency quoted the General Secretary of International Maritime
Organization as saying that 80% of all maritime accidents are caused by human
enor. The most important single Factor reinforcing the Idea of the open bow
visor was the comparison of the sinking of the Estonia with the capsizing of
the ferry Herald of Free Enterprise in 1987 outside Zeebrliggen in Belgium.
The ferry capsized 90 seconds after it had lefi the harbor because the bow
doors had been left open. ’

- 1 have divided the different explanations malnstrean’ ;
put forward by the
medlafortheshlpwreckmwﬁvedlﬂ'erentphasslnaneignmmmmaﬂzg :
whmguﬂtwasassigned;lnreaﬁty,thehmdllngofmusesof:heaodden:t
did not proceed in such a straightforward way. G

1.Ea 3 '
riy morning, September 28: Suspicions are raised about Estonian seq- |

2. Early in the morning, September 28: Sk cq
disaster based on earller accidents, Soonaﬁe?t‘hnfdmm'gq Flnnlshfle' Wm%
andFlnnlshNewsAgencywiresrelasedanswsmmfamordlngtnwhlch
thecauseoftheaoddemnﬂglnhavebeentheshlfﬁngofa:goonmeship
This theory seemed plausible due 1o the fact that there had previously bees
several shipwrecks near the Finnish coast as a result of shifting cargo. The
ready-made explanaﬂonmodelbasedonpreviousaoddemssu-englhened .
+ the reliability of the theory both in the eyes of journalists zhd the general
publjc.Fust,Lheahi&lflgm:goa:gumentwasrepﬁtedonhdjoandtele- b
vislon news as a preliminary assessment and possibllity, but gradually it
developed into a consistent narrative of the accident. ~ )

3. Later in the morning on September 28 and in the September
mgosbmedbmmamvmmmemommmeaf&::
mpmmbegz:nmpunduoeevidmmwppumhlstheory:meidaofshlﬁing
a:gowasmobommdbysuspldonsthattheargowasn’tsemredatmor
a:lastnotmanadequatemanner.mus,ahumanfaamwasaddedwthe
oﬂginalsupposiﬁmsofsblfﬁngwmandthedismssionufmmmsnnbed
to humaa responsibility and blame. During the morning hours there had
already been discussion on a more general level about Estonian shi ping
gﬁ;ﬁc:s;g?dmemamimpmpedysecumddrgommbmedmime
a of the reinfo;
- hmsfwtheaﬁﬁ reed the Interpretations that blamed
e Finnis News Agency gamered more plausibility for its theo

shi&lnga:gobymlﬁﬂemmonpmfessionah:'mehwmw;tya:f
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The media documentation on the causes of the Estonia tragedy exemplt. + =
fies what happens when works in haste and in an unclear situa- 4 £
don. Journalism functions on auu:mr.ulc|:|ilc:t"inml.lchtJ:u:szunew'.lyaui:=lll :
did in the production of the first stages of the reports on September 11% (see |
Helkkild, et al, 2002). This model Is typical not just for fournalists, but for 2
people in general: when we don't lmow, we assume. Whenweasume, T

and experts were reluctant to comment on the causes of the disaster. The |
process was gulded by Finnish cultural memory; it hinted to us what Fag: * ;
ments of information were turned into news stories and how these fragmenty |

framework of a coherent story.

Later, theJoin:An:ldmtInvsﬂgaﬁonCommlslonofﬁsbnh. thndand
Sweden disclosed the faults and weaknesses of the construction of the bow 3!
visor as the technical reason for the sinking of the Estonia. Already at an eady
stage, some specialists referred to possible problems in the car ramps, but such
views were passed over in the first reports. Why? Maybe because they did not °

meomualmndusionofthismsesmdywasthatmlnthoughtpat.' 2
tems in Finnish cultural memory were activated which led to the attribution .3

tims and objects in need of help. The Finns were presented as heroes who tﬁ
dldthermmewod:,andtheﬁstonimswmpm&dap'ﬂtﬂebmﬂms’ﬁ
who still had their “Saviet outlook”. The effort of news towards ;
a condensed and coherent story produced, during the first stages of the

thy for Finns. Beinganobjectreproduoedagaintheoldlmlebmthervsblg =
brotbertheme-tbeﬂnmwerelhehelpersandthehmofmewoﬂc,;
andthcygavetheksupporttothel!stonianswholacbdmmmshlpand"
were generally a more backwand people.
Indirectly, the reporting of theEﬂoniadlsastcrreconm'uctedFlnnish i
ﬂnughtpaltcmsandspeechhabllstawardsRusslans,suchasinthemmﬂ'
ple of one journalist who, pondering the causes of the -disaster, wrote that, |
“the tragedy of the Estonia was caused by a Ruski*-secured iruck”, Inawnrd,fr‘ :
ﬂﬁswvm]sthemgaﬁvemnnouﬁonswfﬂchblamemmwhﬂq}v
at the same time activating and reproducing the negative image of Russianism i 3
in Finnish cultural memory. '
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Case 2
Russians in Newspaper Articles

This analysis is based on the results of a research project at Tampere Uni-
vetsity where the oocurrences of ethnleity and racism in the Finnish media
from 1999 through 2000 were analyzed (Raittila, 2002)*. From that data, this
case analyzes 195 news articles about Russiang, particularly from the point
of view of the production and deconstruction of otherness. Special attention
is given to the themes, means of expression, and mutual interaction between
Finns and Russians in the newspaper articles. At the same time, 1 studied
how the thought patterns and speech habits rooted in Finland for centuries

may possibly still appear in media texts.
Table 1, The central themes and speakers In the articles where Russlans
are the central group in the articles {news, Interviews, feature
articles; N=195)

speakers  spaakers
Russians  Russtans

speskers

other  only

artides no than Russlan  2nd Finns, and Finns,
Main themea of the artide In total spoakers  Russians  speakers o dislog with dialog
1, Crimes committed
by Russians 87 (45%) 30 s 9 5 B

2, Life of Russians In
Finland (other than
crime news)

3. Shopping trips by
Russians, casual labor,
etr,, visits to Finland 25 (13 %) 4 a 4 5 4

4. Supervision of the
Eastern border 10

5. Reminiscences of
the last wars, ete.,
historical artides 7 4% 1 6 - - -

6. Other themes 35 (18 %) 8 22 3 1 1
In total 195 (100 %)} 52 BO 28 20 15

31 (16%) 3 5 12 9 F

(5%) 6 4 = - -

Table 1 shows the thematic distribution of the articles dealing with Russians.
Moreover, it shows how different subjects have functioned as speakers in
those articles, The most important feature producing otherness in Russians
was the high percentage of crime news in the data. Approximately balf of
the crime news dealt with smuggling, and the fllicit trade of booze, tobacco,
gas ete, The rest of the crime articles dealt with drug trafficking, pimping
and prostitution, violence, stealing, drunk driving, illegal border crossings
and fraud. Articles were for the most part blurbs about criminals getting caught,
or their trials, but there were also some longer storles.

The way that Russians were mentioned in crime news was quite neutral
for the most part. Even though Russians and Finns were superficially described
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to the same extent, Finnish criminals were not usually called "Pinns” but
identified, for example, by their place of residence or age. However, Rus-
sian criminals were almost without exception identified as “Russians®.

Naming Russians and Finns on a different basls — the former by their eth-
nic background and the later by their place of residence - is gne example
of how categorization is done according to different criteria. This ralses the
question of whether naming a criminal as someone from Helsinki labels
inhabitarts of Helsinki in the same way as a reference to a Russian labels
the whole Russian minority in Finland. On the background of different pos-
sible interpretations conceming Russians and people living in Helsinki, there
Is an image of the “generalized Russian” cutlined in Finnich cultural memory.

Mead uses a term, “the generalized otber”, when dezling with abstract models
of roles and attitudes of others in the socialization process. According to Mead,
the “generalized other” shows the collective anitudes of the entire community
(Mead, 1934: 152-163). In Finnish identity and socialization, Russianism has
such a central role that one can speak comrespondingly of the relation to both
“specific Russian others® and to the generalized Russian other.

Repeatedly designating petty criminals as Russians links the features con-
nected to crimes to the entire category, “Russian®, which in the lopg run
reproduces the “generalized Russian®. Correspondingly,-one could Imagine
that positive storles about Russians living in Finland may deconstruct the
negative features of the “genenalized Russian®. ‘This may indeed happen, but
on the other hand, this may not necessarily tke place, since It Is possible
that these Russians are treated as exceptions, as not belonging 1o a category
of "generalized Russians®,

The “non-crime” articles about Russians dealt with a variety of subjects.
The largest theme in those articles was the problems Rissian Immigrants have
adjusting to thelr new country. Moreover, there were sofne success stories
of Russian Immigrants. ‘The articles on temporary visits to Finland dealt for
the most part with shopping tours and other tourism. In addition, there were
a:ﬂcl&sonknssianbmypickmandothertempomylat{ominmnlmd.

In some articles, Russians coming to Finland were portrayed in such a
way that these “others® were in fact described like Finns. They-were consid-
ered to be "almost Finnish* because of their Ingrian roots or marriage to a
Finn. Tolerance in relation to these Russians was not constructed through

accepting difference, but rather by considering these Russians to be “like

categorized as "generalized Russtans”,

In addition to distinguishing between the themes, I also looked at the -

production of othemess by analyzing the speaker structure of the articles.

The analysis of speaker structure is connected to otherness through the fact
that in previous studies on ethnicity in joutnalism, it has repeatedly been

shown that the representatives of ethnic minorities mrely speak about thelr
owna.ﬂilrs.Theaulhoﬂdesandothermpmmmﬁvsohhemajmﬂypopu:
lation speak on behalf of minorities, The fact that minorities have a stagnant
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role as objects of other people’s speech in the news stories reproduces the
otherness of minoritles in journalism. (van Dijk, 1991: 151-156; Pletilciinen,
2000: 201-204)

The speaker structure was analyzed by separating the actors according to
whether they were speakers or objects. The purpose of this classification is
to uncover the hidden "power structures® of the journalistic text It is an
analysis of the way the journalist has amanged other people’s words: who Is
quoted, who is cited, and who is presented as a silent actor, On the basis of
ﬂwspakzrstmmonemnalsoenminethe'dlalogicmm’ofthcspeech:
how different people and Instances appear and speak In the same article.$
meanalyslsoonnec:edtospmkersn'ucmreandthedialoglcnanueoﬂour-
nalism touches upon the idea of public journaltsm, of which one central
aim Is to instigate mutual dialog between different social actors (Helkkili &
Kunelius, 1998).

In particular, my emphasis was on how often Russians were the speakers
and on what kind of interaction there was between Finns and Russians in
these articles, One of the analytical tools used in the analysis of the dialogic
nature of the artidles, is the so-called contact bypotbesis. Social psycholo-
gists who have studied ethnicity say that contacts and interaction between
different groups can be means of overcoming prejudices and racism, Even
though the contact hypothesis has been questioned within the field, it can,
In many ways, be used as a starting polnt for an analyzis, (Allport, 1979/54:
261-282; Liebkind, 1988: 118-138)

On the basis of this, then, a related hypothesis was constructed accord-
ing to which a dialog and interaction between ethnic groups in the media
<an create possibilities for a growing dialog and mutual understanding in
the everyday life of citizens. While the reception of journalistic texts or their
impmontheeomomsidethemedhisbeynndthcscopeofﬁﬂssmdy,
my focus has been on the dialog between ethnic groups in jousnalism as an
indlcator of the role of journalism in constructing a multicultural society, The
hypothesis is therefore not tested by this analysis, but remains an inspira-
tion to jts design,

The Russians were, in the majority of the articles, mainly objects: they
were speakers in articles dealing with themselves only in one third of the
cases (Table 1). Typlcal for the articles dealing with Russians was the
monologic nature of the texts: different actors appeared in different stories,
andencoumusandmmcﬂonbetweenmlnodﬂaandmem}omypopu-
lation was very limited.

In crime news, Russians were speakers even less afien than in other news
stories, Somewhat surprisingly, there seemed to'be more dialog between Finns
and Russians In crime news than in other news. Formally “equal dialog” in
crime news did not mean the deconstruction of the negative category of the
*generalized Russian®, because all but one of the dialogic crime news sto-
ries were reports of litigation cases, ‘The dialog was constructed so that the
Russian suspect had room to volee his or her views, and after that his or her
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credibility was damaged by other speakers’ counterarguments or by the rhe-
torical methods of the journalist in question. The newspapers printed the
ﬁ:sﬂﬁmﬂonsthatthehsimmpmduoedfonheirdefense,whldzpomyed
them often in a ridiculous and unconvincing Hght.

Connarymmypresumpﬂons.basedonthem-bjpotbsfs,thcdlalog_ic
mnueofﬂwspmk:rmmueinthearﬂdesdidnotummblguauslymn-
tribute to the deconstruction of otherness in the texts. The dislogic articles
mdﬂngdmdisuictcumtmﬁonshaxﬁlyhelpedinovmmingothm&.
In non-crime news the dialog between Finns and Russians built natral con-
tact in the way 1 expected, but there were very few-dialogic stories.

Above, I have limited my analysis to the mutual dialog between the speech
acts of actors. In addition to this, there was dialog based on the layout and
wrlousvisualpmpe:ﬁsofphomgmphs.?ormmp!e,inmm:uﬂdcsthm
was perhaps only one speakes, but in the photograph accompanying the
article, with its “monologic* formal speaker structure, there could be Finns
andmmiansshuwninwacﬁngwnhoneanothenlnsomearﬂdes.thevimzl
interaction was more important than the verbal speaker structure in posi-
tloning Russians in an *us* and "them” framework

Finnish]oumausminrelaﬁuntothemsﬁanpeoplewasappamﬁymr-
mct,inﬂ:eacnseof'amaﬁe’.bmgtthemﬂmcitwasmmmﬂydls-
torted. The distortions arise at least partially from the joumalistic routines:
the hegemony of the sources of authority that are easily obizinable, the
monologlcnammofarﬁd&s,themndencywwﬂteﬂomonuimeﬂmnon
mher,pomnﬂaﬂymmepodﬂvelhm,andtheumemryempluslson
ethnic backgréund in connection with crime stories.

To put it 2 bit bluntly and simply, one ¢an say that the Russians living in
Finland or visiting Finland were brought forward isi the Finnish press prima-
xﬂyasfncd&uimmls.meywueﬂleobjedsofngws}munaﬁml‘hey
had very little interaction with Finns, and a great majority of the rare occa-
sions of dialog with Finns consisted of a dialog between justice officials and
suspected or apprehended criminals. |

‘The entire picture is rather negative and based on evéryday, routine jour-
nalism. With fewr exceptions, the otheness of Russians in hews articles was

not constructed through negative labeling or by presenting stereotypes; but - .=

the cultural conventions connected to the news genre formulated the pres-
enation of the thought patterns concerning Russlans. For example, the crime
articles were quite conventional in themselves, and the Hnguistic expressions
describing Russians were apparently neutral.

The politicizing of Russianism and the connection to the Russian threat,
which has been part of the old mythical image of Russians, did not surface
in the news articles in this period, 1999-2000. Neither did the notion of
Russians as an especially friendly and warm-hearted people —as portrayed
in the Interviews of the Soviet era —appear in the news articles (Raiila, 2004
mm.memdmwandmﬂummdmmmofmemwmpam
andspmhhablmﬁ:mcmingmmimsmmthat,mrdlngmthesimaﬁon.
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some aspects were activated and some left in the background. In August 2000,
the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk in the Barenis Sea” called forth
stereotypes attached to Russianism in much the same way as the sinking of
the Estonia called forth concepts linking Estonians to Russians: in the stories
about the Kursk disaster, a culture of lax security, negligence and lying was
connected to the *Russian national chamcter® (Leivonniemi, 2001).

Discussion

Finnish journalism has simultaneously worlted as a deconstructor and repro-
ducer of cultural sterectypes In its way of handling ethnic minoritles and
raclsm. Deconstructing racist and discriminating thought patterns has for the
most part been done through an understanding of cultural miyths, which have
then been taken into consideraton in everyday journalistic work. The
otherness of Estonians and Russians has in neither of the cases analyzed been
constructed primarily through prejudiced attitudes, but was produced by jous-
nalistic routines. The cultural conventions attached to the news genre gave
shape to the presentation of the thought patterns about Estontans and Rus-
slans.

It would be productive for journalists to be self-reflective in two ways:
on the one hand, with consclousaess of the cultural myths and thought pat-
terns regarding the subjects of their articles, and on the other hand, with
conscicusness of the mechanisms of routine work. Both in the news on the
Estoniia disaster and in the press articles on Russians, there were examples
of people who subjectively defended Estonians and opposed racism using
constructions, which — unintentionally - erected a notion of the guilt of the
Estonia’s crew or the otherness of Russians. Journalists may be more self-
reflective when it comes to ethnic questions than when it comes to his or
her own working practices.

The media process of the Estonia disaster differed from the articles on
Russians in 2000, since in the former, it was a question of "achiali>ing” the
cultural thought patterns in a sudden catastrophe situation. In the news on
Russians it was a question of one phase in a long coatinvum. From the en-
emy Image at the beginning of the 20* century, one has advanced through
the official friendship policy of the years 1944-1991, to the "natural® situa-
tion where neither anti-communism nor self-censorship is regulating the
writing on Russtans, The anticles dealing with Russians in 2000 were not only
linked to the Russian discourse in the usual way, but they were connected
to the *Immigration discourse®, to the discussion about the “mulri-culturali-
zation® of the Finnish society.

‘The mediz texts dealing with Russians and the disaster of the Bstonia can
also be Jooked at in relation to the construction of Finnish identity. In both
cases, joumalism built up attitudes of superiority in Finns towards Estonians
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and Russians. It was very obvious in the case of the Eston{a disaster, In the
news material dealing with Russians, the superiosity of the Finns was brought
forward via the totality of the articles where generalized Russianism was
constructed, on the one hand, from the large amount of crime news and, on
the other, the *tolerant” articles where Russtans were objects of Finnish be-
nevolence.

Notes

1. The astide i3 based cn my dissertation on the same subject (Raluila, 2004).

Z ‘The term bs based on the kiea by Foucaul (1989: 128-130 and 1978: 149 of the “archive”
between the language system and speach (see also Hall, 1999; 107-109; Said, 1985: 41.
‘When talking about archacology of discourses and archiye of statements, Foucault stresses
that he is interested in “the conditions of the discourse’s manifest appearance”, fn “the trans-
formations which they have effectuated” and in “the field where they coexist, remain and
disappear”, He would like 1o “seek in the discourse not its laws of construction, 3 do the
structiiral methods, but s conditions of existence”. (Foucault, 1978: 14-15)

3. There were similar feanures in the way that the Swedish media dealt with the responst-
bility and biame of the Estontans (Hedman, 1996: 39-62; Frid, 199%: 131-142; Nowsk et
al, 1996: 119-128, 186-190), Here'T will, however, concentrate solely on Flonish journal-
{sm. The analyals is based on the media data of September 28-20th In 1994 which In-
volves all matertal conceming the Estonta catastrophe of all national TV and radio chan-
nels apd six major Finnish pewspapeqs.,

4 M(‘qﬂ'lnﬂmhh)handdﬁmhb:qulmfum:mdmlﬂlmmgr
tive connotations, .

5. The media data in this study involves 17 major Finnish newspapems (2709 different ani-
cles and In 251 anticles the Russians were maln foreigner group). In this paper, I am not
analyzing opinlon anticles but only news ftems, Interviews and other news stodes deal-
ing with Russians (195 items),

6. InTablel. weh:wadaulpdnnofhawthcmmnmmdlvldedlnmﬂvegrmp
nmmmammmmwﬁwmmmm
the gpeakess were only Bussians; 4) news where the speakers ‘were Finns and Russians
but there was no dialog between them; 5) news where the speakers were Finns and
Russians and there was dialog between them.

7. mmmumsdummam'mmﬁm&mmm
material covered only antkdes dealing with Russians in L

v
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