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Aim of this course

1. Give you insight into sport and EU as regards:
ς Organisation
ς Principles
ς Structure
ς Participation
ς Politics
ς Policy
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Aim of this course

2. Offer sometoolswrt the comparisonassignment

1. Facts& figures:
Ą Organisationalstructureof the sport system in yourcountry: voluntarysport, 

funding, participation, administration, normsand standardswrt fitness & 
exerciseΣ Χ

Ą Youcanuseschemesusedin this presentation

2. Discussdifferencesand simularities

3. Waysto overcomedifferencesor to respect them from a European
perspective

ĄPresentationon Wednesdaymorning
ĄSources:

ω Reader
ω Web-basedresearch
ω Presentations
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WARMING-UP: 6 QUESTIONS

1. Who is the European commissioner for sport?
a. Ms. Viviane Reding
b. Mr. José Manuel Durao Barosso
c. aǊΦ Włƴ CƛƎŜƭΩ

2. How many people live in the EU27? (x 1 000)
a. 1 323 846
b. 1 132 910
c. 497 199

3. How many people in the EU27 member states actively participate in sports? (x 1 000)
a. 63%
b. 53%
c. 43%

4. How many sport clubs are there in the EU27?
a. 1 200 000
b. 800 000
c. 450 000

5. If the EU had participated as one team at the 2008 Olympic Games, the EU would have gained ...
a. ... more medals compared to China.
b. ... a comparable number of medals as China.
c. ... less medals compared to China. 

6. What is the subsidiarity principle?
a. It means that the EC gives financial aid to EU national governments.
b. It means that political decisions in the EU must always be taken at the lowest administrative level.
c. It means that national governments co-operate in order to facilitate EU policies.
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Question 1

1. Who is the European commissioner for sport?
a. Ms. Viviane Reding (1999-2004)

b. Mr. José Manuel Durao Barosso (2004-2009, President of EC)

c. aǊΦ Włƴ CƛƎŜƭΩ όнллп-2009)

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_
barroso/figel/index_en.htm
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Question 2

2. How many people live 
in the EU27? (x 1 000)

a. 1 323 846

b. 1 132 910

c. 497 199

Rank Country/
Territory

Population
(x 1 000)

% of world
population

Density
(Pop. per km²)

World 6 671 226 100 45

1 China 1 323 846 19,8 138

2 India 1 132 910 16,9 336

EU27 497 199 7,5 114

3 US 304 095 4,6 31

4 Indonesia 231 627 3,5 117

5 Brazil 186 619 2,8 22
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Question 3

3. How manypeoplein the EU27 memberstatesactively
participate in sports?

a. 63%

b. 53%

c. 43%

Source: Eurobarometer

QuidEU29? (inclCroatiaand Turkey)
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Participation in sport:
EU15 vs EU27 and EU29



Participation in sport:
EU15 vs EU27 and EU29



Question 3 bis

3. How manypeoplein the EU27 memberstatesactively
participate in sports?

a. 63% Ą but: only 38% on a regularbasis

b. 53%

c. 43%

Note: geographicaldifferencesin participationlevels!
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Bron: http://ec.europa.eu



Question 4

4. How many sport clubs are there in the EU27?
a. 1 200 000

b. 800 000

c. 450 000

N of sport clubs = 800 000 (approx.)

N of EU population = 500 000 000 (approx.)

Ą 16 sport clubs / 10 000 inhabitants
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Question 5

5. If the EU had participated as 
one team at the 2008 
Olympic Games, the EU 
would have gained ...

a. ... more medals compared 
to China.

b. ... a comparable number of 
medals as China.

c. ... less medals compared to 
China. 

Rank Country/
Territory

N of (golden) medals
in Athens2004

N of (golden) medals
in Beijing 2008

EU EU25: 283 (80) EU27: 281 (87)

1 US 102 (36) 110 (36)

2 China 63 (32) 100 (51)

3 Russia 92 (27) 72 (23)

Tot. 1+2+3 257  (95) 282 (110)
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TRIVIA

Are there any (intercontinental) sports competitions in 
which Europe participates as one team?

- GolfRyder Cup (men)

- GolfSolheim Cup (women)

- American football NFL Global Junior Championship

- Curling Continental Cup

- Track&field IAAF World Cup

- Pool belliards Mosconi Cup

- BowlingWeber Cup
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Question 6

6. What is the subsidiarity principle?
a. It means that the EC gives financial aid to EU national governments.

b. It means that political decisions in the EU must always be taken at the lowest 
administrative level.

c. It means that national governments co-operate in order to facilitate EU policies.

The subsidiarity principle is one of the central principles in the 
EU context, laying down that political decisions in the EU must 
always be taken at the lowest possible administrative and 
political level, and as close to the citizens as possible. Other 
than the areas where the EU has exclusive competence, this 
means that the EU can only act if it would be better to 
implement the legislation in question at EU rather than at 
national, regional or local level. 
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SUBSIDIARITY: VERTICAL vs HORIZONTAL

GOs

ω European

ω National
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ω Local
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Results

1. Who is the European commissioner for sport?
a. Ms. Viviane Reding
b. Mr. José Manuel Durao Barosso
c. aǊΦ Włƴ CƛƎŜƭΩ

2. How many people live in the EU27? (x 1 000)
a. 1 323 846
b. 1 132 910
c. 497 199

3. How many people in the EU27 member states actively participate in sports? (x 1 000)
a. 63%
b. 53%
c. 43%

4. How many sport clubs are there in the EU27?
a. 1 200 000
b. 800 000
c. 450 000

5. If the EU had participated as one team at the 2008 Olympic Games, the EU would have gained ...
a. ... more medals compared to China.
b. ... a comparable number of medals as China.
c. ... less medals compared to China. 

6. What is the subsidiarity principle?
a. It means that the EC gives financial aid to EU national governments.
b. It means that political decisions in the EU must always be taken at the lowest administrative level.
c. It means that national governments co-operate in order to facilitate EU policies.
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3 different types of states (Cooper, 2002)

1. Premodern states
ω Mainly previous colonies
ω wƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ΨŦŀƛƭŜŘΩ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ
ω ²ŀǊΣ ŎƘŀƻǎΣ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΣ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΣ Χ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ
ω 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ /ƻƴƎƻΣ [ƛōŜǊƛŀΣ {ƻƳŀƭƛŀΣ Χ

2. Modern states
ω Traditional states
ω Sovereignity and nationalism dominate
ω 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΥ .ǊŀȊƛƭΣ /ƘƛƴŀΣ LƴŘƛŀΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΣ ¦{Σ Χ

3. Postmodern states
ω New forms of government
ω Intergovernmentalism and supranationalism prevail
ω {ǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ Χ
ω Example: European Union
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Main features of the EU
1. Economic giant

ω EU has a single market through a standardised system of laws which apply in all 
member states, guaranteeing freedom of movement of people, goods, services and 
capital

ω Member of the G-20 (= Group of 20 major economies worldwide)
ω G-нл Ґ мф ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ 9¦
ω G-20 economies comprise 85% of the global Gross National Product, 80% of the world 

trade and two-thirds of the world population

2. Political dwarf
ω Weak foreign policy
ω EU operates through a hybrid system of intergovernmentalism and supranationalism
ω In certain areas EU depends upon agreement btw member states: unanimity required 

(-) Ą power possessed by the member states, cfr. principle of subsidiarity
ω EU also has supranational bodies, able to make decisions without unanimity btw all 

national governments (+) Ą power is transferred to a broader authority

3. Military wurm
ω Hardly any shared military power and force
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Role of the government wrt sport

ĄWhat are the reasons that a government is involved in sports?
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Role of the government wrt sport
(Coakley, 1998; Houlihan, 2001)

1. To safeguard the public order
ĄGovernment makes rules about what types of sports are legal or illegal, how sports are 

organized, who should have opportunities to play sports, where certain sports may be 
played, who can use public sports facilities at certain times, etc.

2. To maintain and develop fitness and physical abilities among citizens
ĄGovernment-funded health insurance programs promoting sports to improve physical 

well-being and to reduce cost of health servicesTraditional states

3. To promote the prestige of a community or nation in wider realms of 
political relations
ĄQuest for recognition and prestige on a local, national or global level

4. To promote a sense of (national) identity, belonging and unity among 
citizens: nation building
ĄCfr. Irish history: the role of the Gaelic Athletic Association in the late 19th century in 
promoting traditional ethnic sports and challenging English cultural hegemony
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Role of the government wrt sport
(Coakley, 1998; Houlihan, 2001)

5. To emphasizevaluesand orientationsconsistent with dominant 
political ideologyin a communityor society
ω Cfr. OG1936, so-calledNazi Games

6. To increasecitizensupport of political leaders and the polictical
structuresthey represent
ω Cfr. attendanceof politiciansat sportingevents

7. To support economicdevelopmentin the communityor society
ω Cfr. hostingof the OG to createjobs, to promote tourism, etc.

8. To facilitate socialintegration into the communityor society
ω Cfr. NeighbourhoodSport in Belgium

Ą Nature and extentof governmentinvolvementin sportsvariesfrom onesociety to the 
next

Ą Not alwayspossibleto isolatethe domesticfrom the foreignpolicymotivesfor state 
interventionin sport

Ą Whichof these rolesare important for the EU?

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/EU_Insigna.svg


Unity vs. Diversity: twrds a typology of sport 
systems in the EU

Different reasonsfor a governmentto involvein sports

In Europedifferent sport systemsand sport policystructuresexist

Differencesin service deliveriesfrom the government
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FRAMEWORK OF 3 MAJOR PLAYERS
IN OUR WELFARE SOCIETY

1. STATE

2. CIVIL SOCIETY

3. MARKET

GO

NGO

NGO

NOT FOR PROFIT

NOT FOR PROFIT

FOR PROFIT
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FRAMEWORK OF 3 MAJOR PLAYERS
IN OUR WELFARE SOCIETY

 

(MIXED FORMS) 

private 

STATE 

CIVIL SOCIETY MARKET 

non-organized 
citizens 

voluntary 

non-commercial 

commercial 

public profit 

economic profit social profit 

common 
profit  

private profit 

public-private 
profit  

public 

non-voluntary 

(MIXED FORMS) 

(MIXED FORMS) 

Source: Scheerder (2007)
based on Ibsen (1998) and 

Pestoff (1995)
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3 MAJOR AREAS:
principles, goals, instruments and organisation

Area Basic Principle Main Goal Basic Instrument Organisation

STATE

CIVIL SOCIETY

MARKET

BASIC PRINCIPLE
solidarity and social cohesion
welfare and resharing
production and consumption

MAIN GOAL
economic profit
public profit
social profit

BASIC INSTRUMENT
social capital Ą voluntarism
economic capital Ą financial trade
public capital Ą subsidies

ORGANISATION
business company
government
voluntary association
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3 MAJOR AREAS:
principle, goal, instruments and organisation

Area Basic Principle Main Goal Basic Instrument Organisation

STATE Welfare

Re-sharing

Public 
profit

Subsidies

ĄPublic capital

Government

CIVIL SOCIETYSolidarity

Social cohesion

Social 
profit

Voluntarism

ĄSocial capital

Voluntary 
association

MARKET Production &

consumption

Economic 
profit

Financial trade

ĄEconomic capital

Business 
company
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FRAMEWORK OF 3 MAJOR PLAYERS
IN OUR WELFARE SOCIETY

 

(MIXED FORMS) 

private 

STATE 

CIVIL SOCIETY MARKET 

non-organized 
citizens 

voluntary 

non-commercial 

commercial 

public profit 

economic profit social profit 

common 
profit  

private profit 

public-private 
profit  

Χ 

Χ 
Χ 

public 

non-voluntary 

(MIXED FORMS) 

(MIXED FORMS) 

Source: Scheerder (2007)
based on Ibsen (1998) and 

Pestoff (1995)

EYES2004

public swimming 
pool

subtropical 
swimming pool

fitness centers

jogging group

dance schools

basket club

light communities in 
sport
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MODEL FOR 3 MAJOR PLAYERS
IN EUROPEAN SPORT

 

(MIXED FORMS) 

private 

STATE 

CIVIL SOCIETY MARKET 

non-organized 
citizens 

voluntary 

non-commercial 

commercial 

public profit 

economic profit social profit 

common 
profit  

private profit 

public-private 
profit  

fitness centers 

Χ 

Χ 
Χ 

jogging group dance schools 

EYES2004 

subtropical swimming pool 

public 

non-voluntary 

basket club 

(MIXED FORMS) 

(MIXED FORMS) 

public swimming pool 

light communities 
in sport 

Source: Scheerder (2007)
based on Ibsen (1998) and 

Pestoff (1995)
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Typology of European Sport Policy Systems (Camy et al., 2004): 4 configurations

SOCIAL

CONFIGURATION

MISSIONARY

CONFIGURATION

BUREAUCRATIC

CONFIGURATION

ENTREPRENURIAL

CONFIGURATION

Decentralisatie, 

publieke sector als 

partner in 

volbrengen 

verandering

Centralisatie, 

publieke sector als 

drijvende kracht 

voor inwilligen 

overheidsspecifieke 

vereisten

Continuïteit
Innovatie, 

competitiviteit

Sociale actoren

Neder land

Vrijwilligerssector

Oostenrijk, 

Denemarken, 

Duitsland, Italië, 

Luxemburg, 

Zweden

Staat

België, Cyprus, 

Tsjechië, Estland, 

Finland, Frankrijk, 

Hongarije, Letland, 

Litouwen, Malta, 

Polen, Portugal, 

Slovakije, Slovenië, 

Spanje

Private sector

Ierland, Verenigd 

Koninkrijk

Decentralisation:
public sector as partner 

in achievingchange

Centralisation:
public sector as driver for delivering
governmentspecifiedrequirements

Continuity & 
sustainability

Innovation & 
competitiveness

Social actors

Netherlands

Voluntary sector

Austria, Denmark, 
Germany, Italy, 

Luxembourg, Sweden

State sector

Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, 

Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain

Private Sector

Ireland, UK
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Source: Scheerder & 
Vermeersch (2007)

STRUCTURE OF EUROPEAN 
SPORT



Source: Scheerder & 
Vermeersch (2007)

STRUCTURE OF EUROPEAN 
SPORT



MODEL FOR DIFFERENT PROFIT AGENTS
IN EUROPEAN SPORT

 

(MIXED FORMS) 

private 

STATE 

CIVIL SOCIETY MARKET 

non-organized 
citizens 

voluntary 

non-commercial 

commercial 

public profit 

economic profit social profit 

common 
profit  

private profit 

public-private 
profit  

?? 

DG Education & 
Culture (ECm) 

Χ 

Χ 

ENGSO 

European Sports 
Federations 

EOC 

?? 

EYES2004 

Directorate Youth 
& Sport (CoE) 

public 

non-voluntary 

European Sports Conference 

(MIXED FORMS) 

Source: Scheerder (2007)
based on Ibsen (1998) and 

Pestoff (1995)
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MODEL FOR DIFFERENT PROFIT AGENTS
IN EUROPEAN SPORT

Source: Scheerder (2007)
based on Ibsen (1998) and 

Pestoff (1995)
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